A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
But we must not make the mistake of thinking that Teutonic
dialects meant Paganism in 450-550, and Celtic dialects the
Christian religion; we find many chieftains with Celtic names
who were Pagan. Among kinglets with Celtic names who are
Pagan we have Ceawlin, and later Cadwalla, in Hampshire, and
Penda in the Midlands; while what was later called the court
of Wessex was earlier known as the Gewissae, probably, though
not certainly, a Celtic name. Further, the legendary founders of
the Wessex royal house have purely Celtic names—Cerdic and
Cymric. It remains true that in the extreme east—along the
sea-coast—the names of the kinglets are nearly all Teutonic,
and in the extreme west all Celtic; between the two mainly
Celtic.
Difference in language is a barrier, and difference in religion
a much greater one; nevertheless the various sorts of kinglets,
Pagan and Christian, Teutonic-speaking and Celtic-speaking,
mixed with one another. You find, sometimes, a Pagan in
alliance with a Christian against another Christian, or a
Teutonic one in alliance with a Celtic one, and men of one
court visiting or taking refuge in another. It is a great mis-
take to regard the island as sharply divided into two halves
during this period, 450-550. It was rather a general chaos of
petty authorities.
How all this had come about. The break-up of the old
civilized society of Britain into a number of petty kingships had
come about through the general decline of Roman society every-
where, plus four circumstances peculiar to England, (i) Eng-
land, being the farthest from Rome of all the provinces and cut
off by the sea, felt the decline earlier and more severely. (2)
England (as we have seen) was exposed to raiding on all sides—
from Ireland, the Highlands, and the North Sea and Channel.
(3) The area so attacked from all sides was small: a raid could,
in a few days, march from sea to sea, and there was no large
Body of mainland, as in France, to absorb the raiders and carry
on tradition* (4) The 'fringe' of the Empire, the part next the
frontiers, which naturally suffered most from the looting and
ruin of the raids from outside, included, in England, the main
EngKsh gateway to civilization—that is, the Straits of Dover.
This is a most important point. The old Imperial Army
had held the frontiers. It had ceased to exist as an organized
force, though some of its emblems remained and of its tradi-
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